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Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  mv  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  Borough  of  Falmouth  during  the  year  1950. 

The  year  was  a wet  one  and  we  had  slightly  less  sunshine 
than  average.  This  may  have  accounted  in  part  for  the 
sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Bronchitis  from 
7 to  1 t,  but  on  the  whole  the  health  of  the  Borough  was 
good.  The  Death  Rate  at  11.1  per  thousand  of  population 
was  the  lowest  on  record.  While  the  number  of  Male  Deaths 
was  only  5 less  than  in  191-9,  the  number  of  Female  Deaths 
fell  by  23.  In  conjunction  with  this  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  number  of  female  births  exceeded  the  female 
deaths  by  38,  while  the  male  deaths  exceeded  the  male 
births  by  12.  'This  disparity  is  borne  out  by  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate  that  for  every  1.000  males  in  Falmouth 
there  are  1,102  females. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  continues 
to  fall  and  the  number  of  newly  notified  cases  showed  a 
welcome  decrease.  The  number  of  known  cases  of  Tubercu- 
losis is  high  at  5.7  per  thousand  of  population,  but  this 
may  be  due,  in  part  at  any  rate,  to  the  fact  that  sufferers 
from  the  disease  are  living  longer  and,  fortunately,  many 
of  them  are  able  to  live  comparatively  full  and  useful  lives, 
despite  their  handicaps. 

During  the  year  the  use  of  a new  weapon  in  the  war 
against  disease  was  demonstrated  in  Falmouth.  The  Mass 
Radiography  Unit,  from  Plymouth,  was  stationed  here  from 
the  6th  to  17th  February.  The  visit  was  preceded  by  an 
intensive  publicity  campaign,  but  the  response  of  the  public 
was  rather  disappointing.  The  visit  was,  nevertheless,  well 
worth  while.  Among  the  1,371  persons  examined,  there 
were  II  newly  discovered  significant  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 
Eight  of  these  were  very  early  cases,  which  might  have 
healed  without  further  trouble,  and  now  they  arc  under 
observation,  this  is  all  the  more  likely.  Three  cases  had 
definitely  established  lesions  needing  treatment.  The 
discovery  of  all  these  eases  at  this  early  stage  vastly  increases 
their  chances  of  recovery.  It  also  nipped  in  the  bud  11 
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potential  new  sources  of  infection.  Should  it  be  possible 
to  arrange  subsequent  visits,  it  is  hoped  that  a much  greater 
measure  of  public  co-operation  will  be  forthcoming. 

Another  noteworthy  event  in  1950  was  the  establish- 
ment, in  Falmouth,  of  a Branch  of  the  Family  Planning 
Association.  There  will  always  be  differences  of  opinion 
on  the  question  of  family  limitation,  but  it  is  obviously 
right  that  expert  advice  on  the  subject  should  be  available 
for  those  that  need  it  for  medical  or  other  reasons.  The 
clinics  run  by  the  Falmouth  Branch  are  the  only  ones  of 
their  kind  west  of  Plymouth. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  acknowledge  here  the 
help  and  consideration  1 have  received  from  the  Chairman 
ami  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  to  thank  Mr. 
Hey  and  his  staff  for  their  ready  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  E.  WHITMAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


Area  in  acres  1893 

Population,  1950  16900 

Estimated  population,  1931  12910 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1950  4539 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1931  2916 

Rateable  value,  1950  €164,368 

Product  of  penny  rate  £660  16  9 

Number  of  houses  built  or  building  since  1945  271 

Number  of  families  on  waiting  list  for  houses  428 

Number  of  inhabited  huts,  Beacon  Camp  36 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  left  from  1935  slum 

clearance  programme  85 

Rainfall,  1950  51.31  ins. 

Rainfall,  average  of  past  80  years  43.95  ins. 

Sunshine,  1950  1669.7  hrs. 

Sunshine,  average  of  past  70  years  1697.8  hrs. 
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Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 

Males,  109  Females,  131  Total  240 

Registrar  General’s  “ Area  Comparability  Factor  ” 1 .04 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — Falmouth  14.8 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — England  and 

Wales  15.8 

Still  Births 

Males,  3 Females,  2 Total,  5 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births — Falmouth  20.4 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births — England  and 

Wales  . ...  22.9 

Deaths 

Males,  121  Females,  98  Total  219 

Registrar  General’s  “ Area  Comparability  Factor  ” 0.86 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population — Falmouth  11.1 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population — England  and 

Wales  11.6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year 

Males,  5 Females,  3 Total,  8 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births-— 

Falmouth  33.3 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births — 

England  and  Wales  29.8 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


19*7 

1048 

19 '9 

9.V1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

. 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  System 

7 

6 

8 

3 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms 

— 

2 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

3 

3 

2 

1 

Influenza 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Cancer 

32 

39 

28 

30 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

3 

1 

Intercranial  Vascular  Lesions 

30 

28 

35 

31 

Heart  Disease 

03 

S3 

91 

83 

Other  Disease,  Circulatory 

System 

6 

4 

9 

9 

Bronchitis 

6 

7 

7 

14 

Pneumonia 

11 

5 

15 

11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Ulcer,  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

— 

4 

1 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

— 

i 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

3 

6 

1 

1 

Nephritis  

7 

13 

9 

7 

Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

5 

9 

iu 

2 

4 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth 
Injuries,  etc. 

_ 

3 

3 

Suicide  

3 

2 

2 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

— 

i 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes 

6 

8 

9 

3 

All  other  Causes  

18 

8 

10 

10 

207 

219 

247 

219 

A new  system  of  classification  having  been  adopted 
this  year  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  figures  in  the  table 
for  1949  and  1950  are  not  strictly  comparable.  The  new 
system  is  an  improvement  on  the  old,  but  in  that  it  refuses 
to  admit  Senility  as  a cause  of  death  it  is  still  unsatisfactory. 
Of  the  219  deaths  listed  above  99,  or  over  45%,  occurred 
at  the  age  of  75  years  or  over.  19  of  these  are  stated  to  have 
been  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system,  35  to 
heart  disease,  11  to  cancer  and  15  to  respiratory  conditions. 
The  truth,  of  course,  is  that  the  major  cause  of  death  in  all 
persons  over  75  years  of  age,  and  many  younger  ones,  is  old 


age. 

Birth  and  Death 

Rate  Since 

1936 

Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

1936 

12.8 

14.4 

46.2 

1937 

15.3 

14.3 

52.0 

1938 

12.3 

13.6 

59.5 

1939 

13.7 

14.8 

58.5 

1940 

13.1 

13.4 

49.8 

1941 

16.5 

12.6 

36.9 

1942 

16.2 

13.8 

41.7 

1943 

18.6 

14.6 

56.6 

1944 

20.4 

13.9 

53.3 

1945 

20.0 

14.1 

16.5 

1946 

20.4 

13.5 

33.6 

1947 

18.6 

12.7 

23.0 

1948 

15.6 

12.9 

26.4 

1949 

16.4 

14.6 

46.9 

1950 

14.8 

11.1 

33.3 

DEATHS  IN 

AGE  GROUPS 

M 

F 

Total 

0 + 

5 

3 

8 

1— 

4 

— 

2 

2 

5— 

14 

2 

i 

3 

15— 

24 

9 

/ 

i 

3 

25— 

-44 

6 

2 

8 

45— 

64 

22 

12 

34 

65— 

-74 

40 

99 

~ id 

62 

75  + 

44 

55 

99 

121 

98 

219 

73.5%  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH 

SERVICE 

1 Clinics 

All  the  usual  clinics  are  held  in  Falmouth.  These  include 
Infant  Welfare,  Ante-natal,  Minor  Ailments,  Dental, 
Eye,  Orthopaedic,  Child  Guidance  and  Speech  Therapy 
clinics. 

At  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  there  were  2,095  attend- 
ances during  the  year.  This  gives  an  average  of  21  per 
session. 

The  Dental  Clinic  provided  treatment  for  school  children 
and  also  for  26  mothers  and  63  pre-school  children. 

2 Ambulance  Service 

The  service  operated  smoothly  and  successfully  through- 
out the  year.  This  was  due  in  great  measure  to  the 
continued  co-operation  of  the  Falmouth  Branch  of  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  No  changes  in  staff  or 
vehicle  strength  occurred  in  1950. 

1919  1950 

Patients  carried  3,833  4,623 

Miles  travelled  38,060  30,857 

3 Hospital  Car  Service 

The  calls  on  the  service  were  decreased,  owing  to  the 
use  of  the  Utilecon  for  transport  of  many  of  the  sitting 
cases  to  and  from  clinics.  We  nevertheless  depend  to 
great  extent  upon  the  invaluable  help  given  by  the 
Organiser  and  drivers  of  the  Hospital  Car  Service. 


Patients  carried  by  Miles  travelled  18,108 

H.C.S.  1,035 

Patients  carried  by  Miles  travelled  20,319 

Utilecon  2,380 


4 Home  Help  Service 

The  establishment  of  Home  Helps  was  increased  to  five. 
Help  was  given  in  their  homes  to  18  maternity  cases 
and  41  other  cases. 

5 After-Care  Grants 

10  tubercular  persons  were  granted  free  extra  nourishment 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer. 
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6 Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Truro  examined  and 
reported  on  1(57  samples  of  lee  Cream  during  the  year. 
It  also  assisted  by  examining  and  reporting  on  specimens 
taken  during  an  investigation  of  a small  outbreak  of 
food  poisoning.  In  this,  7 persons  were  involved,  one 
of  whom,  owing  to  age,  was  seriously  ill.  The  germ 
responsible  was  a Salmonella  and  the  suspected  food  was 
sausages. 


Prevalence  and 

Control 

of 

Infectious  Diseases 

A fie 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  Polio-M velitis 

Group 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

Measles 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

M F 

0 + 



3 3 

— 

— 





1—  2 

1 

1 4 

1 

— 



1 1 

OJ 

1 

3 3 

3 5 

— 

l 



2 1 

5—  9 

7 4 

11  14 

1 

2 

1 — 

1 3 

10—14 

1 — 

— — 

1 

— 



— — 

15—24 

— — 

1 

— 

1 



— — 

25  + 

12  7 

18  27 

3 

4 

1 — 

4 5 

Totals 

19 

45 

7 

1 

9 

Age 

Group 

0 — 4 

5—14 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

M F 

Erysipelas 

M F 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

M F 

Food 

Poisoning 

M F 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

F 

15—44 

2 1 







3 

45—64 

— 2 



1 



— 

65  + 

1 

1 



1 

— 

2 4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Totals 

6 

\ 

1 

1 

3 
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Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred. 

During  the  year,  148  children  under  5 and  13  older 
children  were  immunised,  140  received  booster  doses. 

On  31st  December,  1950,  there  were  979  children 
between  the  ages  of  15  months  and  5 years  in  Falmouth, 
and  of  these  718,  or  73.3%,  had  been  immunised. 


Smallpox 

No  cases. 


Under 

1 1-4 

5 14 

15  + 

Total 

Numbers 

vaccinated 

27 

39 

8 

21 

95 

Numbers 

re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

— 

30 

30 

Tuberculosis 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Afie 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmnuar.' 

Pulm" 

nary 

Non-Pulm  narv 

Group 

M 

K 

M 

K 

M 

K 

M K 

0 + 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1—  4 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 1 

5 — 14 

15—24 

2 

6 

— 

— 

1 



25—34 

0 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 



35—44 

1 - 

— 

— 

— 

— 



45—54 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 



55—04 

1 - 

— 

— 

— 

1 



05  + 

2 - 

— 

— 

— 

— 



14  13 

— 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Totals 

27 

I 

3 

3 

2 

On  the  31st  December  there  were  90  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  register  (83  pulmonary,  13  non-pulmonary). 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Borough  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  Year  Ending  December,  1950 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Falmouth 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


19th  June,  1951. 


In  submitting  to  you  my  24th  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  eircumstances  of  the  Borough,  I have  been  guided 
by  Circular  112/50,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
this  purpose. 

The  Council  decided  to  recommence  on  16th  November, 
1950,  the  Collection  of  Waste  Paper  in  the  Main  Streets, 
and  from  private  dwellings,  etc.,  where  it  was  separated 
from  refuse. 


In  connection  with  Rodent  Infestation,  Maintenance 
Treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out,  and  householders 
have  co-operated  in  notifying  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice, 
particularly  since  the  introduction  of  a free  service  to  Private 
Dwellings. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Falmouth  Water  Undertaking  is  Municipally 
owned. 

The  source  of  supply  is  from  Gathering  Grounds  of 
gravel  and  peat  sub  soil,  into  impounding  and  settling 
reservoirs.  The  water  is  subjected  to  (sand)  pressure 
filtration.  The  filtered  water  is  chlorinated  to  maintain 
the  required  standard  of  bacterial  purity  and  is  treated 
with  lime  to  correct  its  corrosive  tendency. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  analyses  are  taken 
monthly  of  all  water  in  supply,  and  the  raw  water  quarterly. 
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During  1950  the  average  daily  consumption  within 
the  statutory  area  of  supply  was  1,150,950  gallons. 

The  number  of  Trade  Supplies  for  the  year  equals 
450  and  the  number  of  Domestic  Supplies  equals  5,306. 

No  new  mains  have  been  laid  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year. 

The  Water  Supply  in  the  statutory  area  has  been 
entirely  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity. 

I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance 
and  help  received  at  all  times  from  the  late  Mr.  Gerald 
Cox,  who  passed  away  during  September  of  this  year. 

Sewerage 

Sewage  disposal  is  principally  by  sea  outfalls,  one  at 
Middle  Point  and  one  discharging  from  a Septic  Tank  at 
Gyllyngvase. 

There  is  also  a small  Plant,  consisting  of  Settling 
Tanks,  etc.,  with  two  percolating  Filters  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  the  Swanvale,  Penmere  and  Trescobeas  Areas. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  a New  Scheme 
to  replace  the  overburdened  Swanvale  Sewage  Works 
and  to  deal  with  the  Dracaena  Avenue  and  Ponsharden 
Areas,  and  future  development  of  Boslowick  and  Trescobeas 
Areas. 

Drainage 

During  the  year,  100  new  drains  were  tested,  first  by 
means  of  Water  Test,  then  by  Smoke  Test,  and  all  finally 
approved.  In  addition,  13  yards  of  new  6 in.  sewer  at 
Trevethan  Road  and  169  yards  at  Marlborough  Estate  were 
tested  and  approved. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

Action  was  taken  to  check  pollution  as  found  necessary, 
and  two  samples  of  the  effluent  from  Swanvale  Sewage 
Works  were  taken,  one  by  the  County  Sanitary  Officer  and 
one  by  the  Department,  the  respective  results  being  as 
follows  : — 

Date  sample  taken  Oxygen  absorbed  in 

5 days  (parts  per 

100,000) 

7.8 
0.41 


24/5/50 

15/5/50 
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Closet  Accommodation 


With  the  exception  of  a very  small  number  of  Pail 
Closets  and  Privy  Middens  in  outside  areas,  all  are  on  the 
Water  carriage  and  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 

We  have,  however,  150  premises  connected  to  118 
Cesspits,  where  no  sewers  are  available,  in  addition  there 
are  two  cesspits  serving  two  caravan  sites,  all  being  emptied 
by  an  approved  type  of  Cesspool  Emptier. 

TABLE  No.  I 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

Inspections 

Dwelling  Houses 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  243 

Inspected  after  occurrence  of  Infectious 

Disease  .....  52 

Rooms  disinfected  278 

Inspections  of  Water  Closets  18 

Inspections  of  Common  Passages  72 

Inspections  of  new  houses  12 

Drainage 

Sewerage  Inspections  63 

Visits  to  Works  in  Progress  213 

Water  Tests  applied  to  drains  60 

Smoke  Tests  applied  to  drains  59 

New  drains  approved  after  test  100 

New  drains  disapproved  10 

Old  drains  inspected  22 

New  Interceptors  fixed  20 

New  gullies  fixed  121 

Dairies 

Dairies  inspected  ?6 

Milk  Purveyors’  Vehicles  40 

Samples  obtained  for  Methylene  Blue  54 

Bakehouses 

Number  of  Inspections  61 

Meat  Shops,  Stalls,  etc.  99 
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Miscellaneous  Inspections 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls  14 

Public  Conveniences  157 

Drinking  Fountains  22 

Tips  24 

Beacon  Camp  7 

Re  Rat  Destruction  1,582 

Visits  to  Destructor  34 

Visits  to  Salvage  Depot  39 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  22 

Visits  to  Swan  vale  Sewerage  Farm  35 

Visits  to  Catering  Establishments  25 

Visits  to  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  20 

Visits  to  Caravan  Sites  ...  39 

Visits  to  Piggeries  7 

Visits  to  Aged  and  Infirm  Persons  14 

Inspection  of  Premises  re  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  214 

Inspection  of  Swanpool  21 

Inspections  re  Shops  Acts  140 

District  Inspections  29 

Inspections  with  Medical  Officer  of  Health  6 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  29 

Interviews  with  Chairman  14 

Interviews  with  Applicants  for  Council  Houses  22 

Interviews  and  Inspections  re  Overcrowding  12 

Interviews  re  collection  of  Refuse  10 

Interviews  with  Farmers  and  Milk  Purveyors  82 

Interviews  with  Owners  of  Farms  3 

Interviews  with  Owners  of  Hotels  10 

Interviews  with  Builders  16 

Interviews  with  Architects  10 

Interviews  re  Shops  Acts  64 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 

Dwelling  Houses 

Roofs  repaired  15 

Eaves  gutters  and  fall  pipes  repaired  10 

Walls  33 

Windows  19 

Defective  Wash  Basins,  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  — 

Houses  provided  with  Sinks  .....  — 

Verminous  Rooms  disinfected  95 
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Floors  relaid  or  repaired  13 

Stairs  repaired  1 

Doors  repaired  6 

Defective  Ceilings  repaired  20 

Defective  Flues  and  Fireplaces  repaired  3 

Defective  Cooking  Stoves  repaired  2 

Hot  Water  Installations  provided  2 

Water  Closets,  etc. 

Defective  Water  Closets  repaired  6 

Defective  Hopper  Pans  replaced  by  wash-downs  7 

Additional  Water  Closets  provided  16 

Cesspools  emptied  836 

Cesspools  abolished  — 

Privy  Midden  abolished  1 

Pail  Closets  abolished  5 

Drainage 

Houses  completely  re-drained  — 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  13 

Old  Drains  abolished 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  disconnected  10 

Rain  Water  Pipes  repaired  or  disconnected  1 

Choked  Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  relaid  40 

Choked  Gullies  cleansed  7 

Choked  Interceptors  cleansed  23 

Sewers  cleansed  or  repaired  6 

Existing  Drains  connected  to  Main  Sewer 

Manhole  covers  repaired  5 

Water  Supply 

Water  Services  repaired  4 

Houses  or  W.C.s  provided  with  adequate 

Water  Supply  4, 

Flush  Cisterns  repaired  p 

Water  Fountains  repaired  4 

Miscellaneous 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed  28 

Statutory  Notices  issued  1 

Preliminary  Notices  given  -05 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  846 

Total  Inspections  made  5,057 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1 INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Nnmber  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

I nspections 

Written 

nolices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

26 

71 

i(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

44 

123 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

4 

10 

— 

— 

Total 

74 

204 

— 

— 

2— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M' 
Inspector 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tem- 
perature (S.3) 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventila- 
tion (S.4) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveni- 
ences 

(S.7)  (a)  insufficient 

( b ) Unsuitable 
or  defective 

• (c)  not  separ- 
ate for 

sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 

offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

3 

3 

Total 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 
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Eradication  of  Vermin 

One  house  was  treated  for  Bed  Bug  infestation,  12  for 
fleas  and  11  tor  beetles.  Three  Wasps’  nests  were  destroyed. 

Rodent  Control 

In  connection  with  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction) 
Act,  1919,  the  Infestation  Order,  1943,  and  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  203  cases  were  dealt  with. 

The  baits  used  for  prebaiting  were  2£  cwts.  of  Sausage 
Rusk,  | cwt.  Bread  Mash,  and  \ cwt.  Soaked  Wheat,  and 
for  poisoning,  Arsenic,  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Red  Squill 
were  the  chief  agents. 

Based  on  the  actual  “ takes  of  Poison,”  it  is  estimated 
that  2,055  rats  and  482  mice  were  killed.  710  dead  rodents 
were  picked  up. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  included  the  treatment 
of  the  Council’s  sewers,  which  resulted  in  an  estimated 
kill  of  9 included  in  the  above  total. 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  Rodent  Destruction  Department,  and  the  Cornwall 
Agricultural  Committee  Pest  Department. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operator  was  employed  and 
methods  of  treatment  were  strictly  in  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  recommendations 
and  included  poisoning  and  trapping. 

No  charges  were  made  for  treatment  carried  out  at 
dwelling  houses. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

Com-  Inspect-  Premises  treated  Premises  Premises  Manholes  Pre-  Poison 
plaints  ions  by  poison  trapped  gassed  baited  baits  laid  baits  lain 

202  1,582  198  3 2 25  7,108  1,407 

Housing 

Housing  work  was  chiefly  restricted  to  dealing  with 
maintenance  of  property  in  as  reasonable  a condition  as 
possible,  in  view  of  the  shortage  of  materials  and  labour. 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  built  24  houses, 
which  brings  the  total  of  Council  Houses  to  860  and  five 
houses  were  built  privately.  In  addition,  10  Police  houses 
were  built  by  tire  County  Council. 

Squatters’  Camp 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  3(5  huts  were  occupied.  Sanitary 
accommodation,  water  supply,  oil  cooking  stoves  and 


18 


dustbins  have  been  provided,  and  frequent  inspections  are 
made  to  ensure  that  a reasonable  standard  of  sanitation 
is  maintained. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

There  are  sixteen  farms  in  the  Borough. 

Distribution  of  milk  was  carried  out  by  21  purveyors, 
there  being  one  distributor  of  Pasteurised  Milk  and  12  of 
T.T.  Milk. 

Fifty-four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Seven  Supplementary  and  five  Dealers’  Licenses  to 
use  the  Special  Designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
were  granted  during  the  year. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

160  visits  were  made  to  Meat  and  other  Food  Shops 
and  Bakehouses  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  food, 
and  the  following  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  was  condemned  : 


Beef  996  lbs. 

Mutton  93  lbs. 

Veal  ...  ....  60  lbs. 

Pork  169  lbs. 

Salt  Beef  45  lbs. 

Ox  Liver  19  lbs. 

Chicken  80  lbs. 

Sausages  15  lbs. 

Tripe  82  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  285  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  240  lbs. 

Canned  Meat  ....  208  lbs. 

Canned  Milk  303  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods  403  lbs. 

Dried  Fruit 169  lbs. 

Fish  496  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foods  1,053  lbs. 


4,716  lbs. 


Adulteration,  etc. 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  working 
of  these  Acts  and  Regulations,  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr. 
H.  E.  Bundle,  Senior  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures 
Department,  for  the  following  report  : — 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


Article 

No. 

Gen- 

uine 

Adult- 

erated 

Result 

of  Proceedings 

Milk 

40 

37 

3 

11%  def.  in  Fat 

Sausages 

4 

4 

Caution 
10%  def.  in  Fat 
Caution 
12%  def.  in  Fat 
Caution 

Potato  Crisps 

2 

2 

— 

Pastry  Mix 

i 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder 

i 

1 

— 

Butter 

4 

4 

— 

Strawberry  Jam 

1 

1 

— 

Coffee 

3 

3 

— 

Strawberry  Jelly 

1 

1 

— 

Jelly  Marmalade 

1 

1 

— 

Butter  Crunch 

1 

1 

— 

Devon  Cream  Tray 
Toffee 

1 

1 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

1 

— 

Suet 

1 

1 

— 

Blanc  Mange 
Powder 

2 

Q 

mi 

Dough  Nuts 

2 

2 

— 

Meat  Pies 

1 

i 

— 

Fish  Paste  

1 

i 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

i 

— 

Gelatine 

1 

i 

— 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

i 

— 

Essence  of  Coffee 
and  Chicory 

1 

i 



Orange  Squash 

1 

i 

— 

Lemon  Squash 

1 

i 

— 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

i 

— 

Dried  Parsley 

1 

i 

— 

Sandwich  Spread 

1 

i 

— 

Ginger  Marmalade 

1 

i 

— 

Christmas  Pudding 

1 

l 

— 

Total 

79 

i 70 

3 

20 


Ice  Cream 

Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  is  enforced  in 
the  Borough.  Fifty-one  premises  are  registered,  seven  of 
which  are  for  Manufacture  and  Sale,  forty-three  for  Sale  and 
one  Wholesale  Storage  Depot.  With  a view  of  securing 
uniformity  in  the  interpretation  of  the  legislation  affecting 
the  lee  Cream  Trade,  we  are  administering  the  provisional 
standard  of  grading,  based  on  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Test. 

During  the  year,  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  obtained 
and  submitted  for  examination  ; the  following  table  shows 
the  results  of  samples  submitted  : — 


No.  taken  167 


No.  certified  as  Provisional  Grade  1 

54 

or 

32.3% 

No  2 

5 9 59  59  59 

60 

or 

36% 

NO.  9 9 99  95  55^ 

46 

or 

27.5% 

NO.  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  4 

7 

or 

4.2% 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  21  Public  Convieniences  in  the  Borough, 
which  are  cleaned  daily,  four  have  a Caretaker  for  9 hours 
every  week-day  ; two  are  open  in  the  season  only. 

1 57  visits  have  been  made  to  the  various  conveniences 
and  the  revenue  received  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1951,  was  £1,250  8s.  7d. 

I am  sorry  to  report  that  the  Council  have  not  yet  come 
to  a decision  to  improve  the  present  inadequate  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Market  Strand  Conveniences. 

They  have  been  reported  as  inadequate  for  20  years, 
and,  surely,  the  need  for  improvement  is  well  justified  by 
the  fact  that,  during  the  four  summer  months,  no  less  than 
36,000  persons  used  same. 

Shops  and  Offices 

The  inspection  of  Shops  and  Offices  as  regards  their 
sanitary  accommodation  was  continued  during  the  year, 
and  of  the  140  inspections  made,  30  were  in  connection 
with  closing  hours. 

17  complaints  were  received  and  a number  of  contra- 
ventions dealt  with. 
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Young  Persons’  Act 

31  inspections  were  made  and  four  complaints  investi- 
gated, but  I am  pleased  to  say  that  no  employer  was  found 
to  be  working  the  Young  Persons  longer  hours  than  was 
permitted  under  the  Act. 

Camping  Sites 

Camping  and  caravanning  has  become  very  popular. 

There  are  three  licensed  Camping  Sites,  and  the  erection 
of  sanitary  conveniences,  provision  of  washing  facilities, 
installation  of  water  supply  and  provision  of  dustbins 
has  been  completed  on  two  sites,  the  third,  which  is  the 
smaller  one,  being  under  consideration. 

In  addition,  two  licences  were  granted  to  persons  to 
station  and  use  caravans. 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls 

These  places  of  Public  Amusement  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  gave  little  cause  for  complaint.  The 
necessary  reports  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
purposes  of  renewal  of  licences. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  public  or  privately-owned  Swimming 
Baths  or  Pools. 

Licensed  Houses 

The  sanitary  accommodation  of  these  premises  has 
been  kept  under  observation,  and  extra  accommodation 
for  both  sexes  has  been  provided  at  three  houses  and  two 
others  are  under  consideration. 

Public  Cleansing 

(1st  April,  194,9 — 31st  March,  1950) 

During  the  year  a twice-weekly  collection  of  House 
Refuse  was  maintained  and  Shops  in  the  Main  Streets 
collected  daily. 

In  view  of  the  National  call  for  Waste  Paper,  the 
Council  decided  to  commence  collecting  this  material  on 
November  16th,  1950.  An  important  decision  was  made 
to  terminate  the  Agreement  between  the  Council  and 
the  South  Western  Electricity  Board  for  the  destruction 
of  Refuse,  and  the  works  were  permanently  closed  on 
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September  9th,  1950.  Up  to  this  date  all  refuse  was  disposed 
of  by  incineration  and,  as  an  alternative,  the  Council 
temporarily  agreed  with  the  neighbouring  authority  of 


Penryn  to  dispose  of  same  on  their  tip. 

The  following  table 

shows  the  amount 

of  Salvage 

materials  sold  during  the 

year,  as 

compared  with  previous 

years  : — 

1950 

1949 

1940  to  1950 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Waste  Paper 

62 

57 

1,488 

Ferrous  Metals 

— 

— 

108 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

— 

— 

3 

Flattened  Tins 

— 

— 

247 

Textiles 

— 

1 

35 

Bones  

— 

— 

36f 

Food  Waste 

— 

9 

740 

Bottles 

— 

— 

n 

Jam  Jars 

— 

— 

11 

Rubber 

— 

— 

14 

Total  Tonnage 

62 

67 

2,690  J 

Value  

....  £71 

£404 

£10,519 

The  staff  consists  of  15  males  whole  time  and  the  number 
and  make  of  vehicles  employed  as  follows 

One  10  cub.  yd.  Commer  Refuse  Lorry  (commenced 
11-3-49). 

One  10  cub.  yd.  Ivarrier  Refuse  Lorry  (commenced 
19-7-49). 

One  7 cub.  yd.  Dodge  Refuse  Lorry  (commenced  3-5-38). 

One  750  gallon  Bedford  Cesspool  Emptier  (commenced 
1-1-49). 

The  Council  decided  to  replace  the  7 cub.  yd.  Dodge 
with  a Seddon  3 tons  Diesel  vehicle  with  a 7 cub.  yd.  refuse 
carrying  body,  and  delivery  is  expected  in  July,  1951. 

The  number  of  loads  of  Refuse  disposed  of  is  as  follows  : 


Destructor 

Penryn 

Dodge  1 

254 

717 

Ivarrier 

422 

779 

Commer 

426 

750 

Morris 

20 

35 

Hired  Lorry 

6 

85 
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The  total  cost  of  Collection  is  : 


Receipts  

Sale  of  Salvaged  Materials 
Sale  of  Vehicle 

Leaving  a net  cost  of  collec- 
tion of 

Cost  of  Disposal — 

Burning  of  Refuse 
Tipping  of  Refuse 

Receipts — 

For  the  Collection  of  Refuse 

Leaving  the  net  Cost  of 
Disposal 

Cost  of  Removing  Clinker 
from  Destructor 

Receipts 

Leaving  net  cost  of  Remov- 
ing Clinker 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

5,662  13  0 

57  6 3 

116  8 

5,594  0 1 

1 ,450  2 0 

1,050  0 0 

2 6 8 


2,497  15  4 

241  11  5 

4 13  4 
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Emptying  of  Cesspools 

All  cesspits  in  the  Borough  are  emptied  without  charge. 

£ s.  d. 

The  total  cost  of  these  Services  amount  to  1 ,344  6 2 

Receipts  for  Hire  of  Cesspool  Emptier  13  16  0 

Leaving  a net  cost  of  1,330  10  2 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  sincere  apprecia- 
tion of  the  support  received  during  the  year  from  the  Health 
and  other  Committees,  my  best  thanks  to  the  staff  for  their 
loyalty,  zeal  and  devotion,  and  for  the  able  and  energetic 
manner  in  which  they  have,  at  all  times,  discharged  their 
many  and  onerous  duties,  often  under  very  trying  conditions. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  HEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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